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Synopsis

Taking a relational approach to the study of interpersonal communication, Close Encounters:
Communication in Relationships, Fourth Edition, by Laura K. Guerrero, Peter A. Andersen, and
Walid A. Afifi, helps students better understand their relationships with romantic partners, friends,
and family members. The authors offer research-based insights and content illustrated with
engaging scenarios to show how state-of-the-art research and theory can be applied to specific
issues within relationshipsa swith a focus on issues that are central to describing and understanding
close relationships. While maintaining the spotlight on communication, the authors also emphasize
the interdisciplinary nature of the study of personal relationships by including research from such

disciplines as social psychology and family studies.
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Customer Reviews

| have been collecting feedback from students in my Interpersonal Communication classes, and
specifically have asked about their impressions of the text, Close Encounters: Communication in
Relationships. They love it. | have never had such overwhelming, positive reactions to any textbook.
Here’s a sample response: | feel like | have been put in this class to really learn and apply
something to my life because it seems like the authors are talking directly to me and relating things
to my life right at this very moment. | love this class and this book. | actually do all the readings and
enjoy them. | may just have to keep this book. "--Kara Laskowski"Reviewer" (01/17/2013)" This is

the one text that | have selected for which | have not received student complaints. | think the



students find it interesting and easy to read. "--Todd Lee Goen (01/17/2013)"" One of my main goals
is to get my students to move beyond the over-simplified textbooks and actually dig into the
research. This book provides a nice transition. "--Rick Murphy (01/17/2013)"" This book provides a
good coverage of the major topics in the field and effectively synthesizes major research findings in
each area. | appreciate the theoretical nature of the book. Students who enter the course thinking
they know everything about Interpersonal Communication quickly figure out that the course will be
both challenging and interesting when they begin to read the book. "--Melanie Laliker (01/17/2013)""
| like the text .good array of major topics in the discipline. "--Lisa (Farinelli) Allen (01/17/2013)" The
book is a nice read, easy to digest but true to the literature. "--Graham Bodie (01/17/2013)" | have
been collecting feedback from students in my Interpersonal Communication classes, and
specifically have asked about their impressions of the text, Close Encounters: Communication in
Relationships. They love it. | have never had such overwhelming, positive reactions to any textbook.
Here’s a sample response: | feel like | have been put in this class to really learn and apply
something to my life because it seems like the authors are talking directly to me and relating things
to my life right at this very moment. | love this class and this book. | actually do all the readings and
enjoy them. | may just have to keep this book. "--Kara Laskowski"Reviewer" (01/17/2013)" This is
the one text that | have selected for which | have not received student complaints. | think the
students find it interesting and easy to read. --Todd Lee Goen (01/17/2013)" One of my main goals
is to get my students to move beyond the over-simplified textbooks and actually dig into the
research. This book provides a nice transition. --Rick Murphy (01/17/2013)" This book provides a
good coverage of the major topics in the field and effectively synthesizes major research findings in
each area. | appreciate the theoretical nature of the book. Students who enter the course thinking
they know everything about Interpersonal Communication quickly figure out that the course will be
both challenging and interesting when they begin to read the book. --Melanie Laliker (01/17/2013)" |
like the text .good array of major topics in the discipline. --Lisa (Farinelli) Allen (01/17/2013)" The
book is a nice read, easy to digest but true to the literature. --Graham Bodie (01/17/2013)""l have
been collecting feedback from students in my Interpersonal Communication classes, and
specifically have asked about their impressions of the text, Close Encounters: Communication in
Relationships. They love it. | have never had such overwhelming, positive reactions to any textbook.
Here’s a sample response: 'l feel like | have been put in this class to really learn and apply
something to my life because it seems like the authors are talking directly to me and relating things
to my life right at this very moment. | love this class and this book. | actually do all the readings and

enjoy them. | may just have to keep this book."--Kara Laskowski"Reviewer" (01/17/2013)"This is the



one text that | have selected for which | have not received student complaints. | think the students
find it interesting and easy to read."--Todd Lee Goen (01/17/2013)"One of my main goals is to get
my students to move beyond the over-simplified textbooks and actually dig into the research. This
book provides a nice transition."--Rick Murphy (01/17/2013)"This book provides a good coverage of
the major topics in the field and effectively synthesizes major research findings in each area. |
appreciate the theoretical nature of the book. Students who enter the course thinking they know
everything about Interpersonal Communication quickly figure out that the course will be both
challenging and interesting when they begin to read the book."--Melanie Laliker (01/17/2013)"I like
the text....good array of major topics in the discipline."--Lisa (Farinelli) Allen (01/17/2013)"The book
is a nice read, easy to digest but true to the literature."--Graham Bodie (01/17/2013)-| have been
collecting feedback from students in my Interpersonal Communication classes, and specifically have
asked about their impressions of the text, Close Encounters: Communication in Relationships. They
love it. | have never had such overwhelming, positive reactions to any textbook. Here’s a sample
response: | feel like | have been put in this class to really learn and apply something to my life
because it seems like the authors are talking directly to me and relating things to my life right at this
very moment. | love this class and this book. | actually do all the readings and enjoy them. | may just
have to keep this book.’---Kara Laskowski-Reviewer- (01/17/2013)-This is the one text that | have
selected for which | have not received student complaints. | think the students find it interesting and
easy to read.---Todd Lee Goen (01/17/2013)-One of my main goals is to get my students to move
beyond the over-simplified textbooks and actually dig into the research. This book provides a nice
transition.---Rick Murphy (01/17/2013)-This book provides a good coverage of the major topics in
the field and effectively synthesizes major research findings in each area. | appreciate the
theoretical nature of the book. Students who enter the course thinking they know everything about
Interpersonal Communication quickly figure out that the course will be both challenging and
interesting when they begin to read the book.---Melanie Laliker (01/17/2013)-1 like the text....good
array of major topics in the discipline.---Lisa (Farinelli) Allen (01/17/2013)-The book is a nice read,

easy to digest but true to the literature.---Graham Bodie (01/17/2013)
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to my life right at this very moment. | love this class and this book. | actually do all the readings and
enjoy them. | may just have to keep this book.a ™" (Kara Laskowski Reviewer 2013-01-17)a ceThis
is the one text that | have selected for which | have not received student complaints. | think the
students find it interesting and easy to read.a * (Todd Lee Goen 2013-01-17)& ceOne of my main
goals is to get my students to move beyond the over-simplified textbooks and actually dig into the
research. This book provides a nice transition.a « (Rick Murphy 2013-01-17)a ceThis book provides
a good coverage of the major topics in the field and effectively synthesizes major research findings
in each area. | appreciate the theoretical nature of the book. Students who enter the course thinking
they know everything about Interpersonal Communication quickly figure out that the course will be
both challenging and interesting when they begin to read the book.a « (Melanie Laliker
2013-01-17)a cel like the texta |.good array of major topics in the discipline.a « (Lisa (Farinelli) Allen
2013-01-17)a ceThe book is a nice read, easy to digest but true to the literature.a « (Graham Bodie
2013-01-17)

How nerdy am | to be reviewing a textbook right now! But this one is honestly very informative and
interesting. | am a communications scholar and | actually look forward to reading this textbook. The
chapters are a little lengthy, but they are replete with relevant information you need to know, and |
have learned a lot. Important terms are bolded, and the summaries are helpful although | don’t

usually read them. It arrived in a timely manner, as well.

Great!

Easy read and very informative. | was sending snap shots to all my friends who were having
relationship issues. This book was well organized and | would highly recommend to anyone
inquiring about relationships.

The research in here is presented very well and it was set up in an easy way to read and study.
Knocked off a star because some of its content was a little too left leaning for comfort, but it didn’t
detract too much from what the class was teaching.

Shipped pretty quick. It was exact;y how they described it. Price was decent.

Got an A in the class!!



Shipped pretty quick. It was exact;y how they described it. Price was decent.

There are a lot of good textbooks on the market, unfortunately, this is not one of them. Unbelievably
boring textbook. | find myself re-reading the same pages, over and over. | hope my professor finds a

new textbook for future classes.
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